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It seems as though we blinked and summer has come to an end. Despite the fast 

moving seasons a lot has been happening at the Library: 

1) After what seemed like endless negotiations, our new multifunction copy 

machines have been installed throughout the building. Ms. Lessard did a 

great job of “working” the three or four companies that we were talking 

with to come up with an excellent lease package from LDI. All machines will 

be serviced and maintained by LDI and that includes necessary parts and 

toner. Revenue from the public machines will offset some or all of the 

monthly cost of those units. Staff machines will not carry the expense of 

toner or repairs. The quality of the printing is much better than our old 

refurbished copiers and the machines are so much more versatile. 

2) The above mentioned staff copiers have all been included on the Library’s 

wi-fi network which enables staff to print to the unit from their desktops. In 

order to accomplish that we had to install additional cable runs. These will 

also be utilized “down the road” when we introduce wireless printing to the 

Library. 

3) Electrical work to allow for the installation of television monitors in public 

areas – near front entrance on first floor, and in the art gallery on the 

second floor, has been done. Outlets were also added to the Custodians 

Office/Server Room to accommodate a small window air conditioner and to 

allow for additions to our “server rack.” Two ineffective dimmers were 

removed from the auditorium, as well. Mike Scandy has assured me that 

the TV units will be mounted before the Jazz Festival starts. 

4) At this writing, “Jazz at the Library” is rapidly approaching. At the request of 

Trustee Mosca, I will provide a complete update and evaluation of the 

festival at our meeting.  

5) We are shopping for new carpet tiles for our auditorium. Our first choice 

was to replace them with the same model that is on our first floor and also 

in Youth Services. Unfortunately, they are no longer available from either 

the manufacturer or from large “jobbers.” A similar product from Montauk 

Carpet, who did the most recent installation in the Youth Services Dep’t. 

Office, is too pricey. We have been looking at many samples from 3 



different companies. This carpet replacement was not budgeted for, so it 

would be a suitable project for our “bullet aid” grant from Sen. Kaminsky to 

fund. 

6)  We will be participating, along with nearly 100 other public libraries in 

Nassau and Suffolk Counties, in the “Great Giveback”- a day (or longer 

period) devoted to community service. Ms. Palmisano and I decided that a 

“food drive” would be a good way to involve the community in responding 

to a problem in our city. Ms. Palmisano is developing a “Food for Fines” 

week –where overdue fines may be paid with non-perishable foods. We 

also will have a collection box for others that wish to contribute. This 

program will take place October 13-19 and will be well publicized. 

7) Long Beach PL is part of a nationwide network of “Family Place” Libraries 

that “transforms libraries into community centers for early literacy & 

learning, parent education and engagement, family support and community 

connectivity helping to ensure all children enter school ready and able to 

learn.” Ms. Firth, our head of Youth Services has received the extensive 

training for this program. We recommend that Tanya Suarez-Matos also be 

trained. There is an opportunity to send her Nov.12 – 15 at a cost of $1500. 

We have budgeted for this training. 

8) Ms. Firth and I will be meeting with Lorrain Radice to discuss a collaborative 

effort between the School District and the Library in promoting the WRAP 

(wonder, read, and play) program being instituted in the District this tear. 

We are also planning to participate in curriculum committee meetings 

during the year. 

9) On August 30, the Library presented a Broadway Review produced, 

directed, and performed completely by high school students. This group of 

10 students led by producer/director, Natalie Goggin, put together a 14- 

song, 2- act show that really brought the crowd of 120 to its feet. Bravo, 

Youth Thespians Group! 

10) Ms. Palmisano has convened a 10 member website redesign committee. I 

have sat in on the first two meetings and if they are any indication, we will 

soon have a more intuitive, user-friendly, cleaner-looking, and well-

organized web presence. 

11) On Wed. Sept. 12, I met with Det. Sergeant Croly of the NCPD Intelligence 

Bureau and Officer Ryan of the NCPD Homeland Security-Emergency 



Preparedness Unit to discuss the RAV app. This telephone based app is not 

meant to replace the 911 function, but to help improve emergency response 

time to a critical situation. This app has “rolled out” in Suffolk County 

Schools and some libraries and in some Nassau County School Districts. 

Funding has recently become available to provide this service to Nassau 

libraries. As a result of our meeting , we will get a little bit of a “head-start” 

in having the app available to us. I’ve included an information sheet about 

the application in this packet. 

12) Ms. Palmisano and I interviewed a number of very solid candidates for the 

part-time clerk position that will be assigned to the Program/Community 

Relations Office. We decided to offer the position to Lisa Steinberg who 

currently works as a part time clerk. She will move to the program office but 

will be available to “cover breaks” and fill in at the circulation desk in 

emergencies. To cover her hours at circulation, we hired Julie Carnon. Both 

candidates have exceptional “people skills” – Lisa has had a wonderful 

presence at the Circ desk since she has started here. In addition to 

interviewing well, Ms. Carnon has been involved with the Long Beach 

International Film Festival – so we actually worked with her and saw her 

exuberance and work ethic first hand. 

We also hired two new pages: Colleen Leone for the Main Branch and 

Nicholas Needham for the West End. Interviews and selection were done by 

our page supervisors, Tanya Matos-Suarez and Natasha Drax. George Ramos 

was involved with the West End page hire. 

 

I have included in this packet a copy of an opinion piece that appeared in the NY 

Times on Sept. 9, 2018 that speaks to the relevance and importance of public 

libraries today despite all the rumblings that Google and Amazon are making us 

insignificant. I emailed a copy to our librarians when I first saw it and made copies 

to include in this packet for the board. Over the next few days, I received copies 

from a number of our patrons and a number of others stopped to talk about it 

with me. 


